
Genoa in three hours

Porto Antico
The original port, or porto antico, was redeveloped for the Columbus celebrations according to
plans drawn up by Renzo Piano, the world renowned architect from Genoa. His designs combine
the latest innovative technology with clearly visible remains from the old port structures to
create a Piazza sul Mediterraneo, somewhere for the local population to go out for a stroll and
one of the largest tourist and cultural attractions in Italy, with shops, restaurants, bookshops
and museums. And in the distance, from the tip of the Molo Vecchio, you can also see Genoa's
trademark Lanterna, one of the oldest lighthouses still in active use.

Before exploring the historical centre, we recommend spending a moment in the Port Antico to
see Genoa from the sea, because it is from this vantage point that the city reveals its true
beauty and most distinctive features.

"When you look at Genoa, remember that Genoa
should only be seen from the sea..."
Ivano Fossati (Chi guarda Genova)

Porta Siberia
Also known as Porta del Molo, this bastion in the sixteenth century walls was designed by
Galeazzo Alessi and built between 1551 and 1553. An imposing structure, it once defended the
entrance to the city from the sea and was where customs and excise duty was collected. The
name derives in all probability from its proximity to the grain warehouse or "cibaria".

Via del Molo
Via del Molo can be reached through Porta Siberia. This district, as far back as the 12th
century, was home to various craft activities linked to the port. It was where the
blacksmiths and the sail, barrel and oar makers had their shops, as the names of the
streets in the area reveal.

Chiesa di San Marco al Molo
Dedicated to the patron saint of Venice, this church incorporated in the parish building standing
up against the bastion walls is completely hidden from view. On the side façade is a stone plaque
with a bas relief portraying the lion of San Marco, one of the spoils of war plundered from the
Venetians in 1380.
The works of art inside the church include a wooden statue of the Lady of the Assumption,
attributed to Anton Maria Maragliano and dated 1736.

See the city from an unusual vantage point, 40 metres high:

Bigo
This metal structure supports a rotating lift that rises to a height
of 40 metres, offering a panoramic view of the Porto Antico and
the city as a whole, in Renzo Piano's technology-oriented
interpretation of the cranes installed on cargo ships to handle
the goods carried.

Acquario
The main tourist attraction in Genoa, the aquarium has 70 tanks and 600 different species
presented in their own environments, representing the broadest variety of ecosystems on
anywhere in Europe.



Via di Sottoripa
This is one of the most picturesque porticoed streets in the city,
where alongside brash stores selling the latest fashions and
electronic goods, nestle traditional shops selling dried fruit and
conserves, fresh fish and fried snacks. Stop for some vegetable pie,
farinata (a thin oven-baked batter made of chick pea flower, water
and oil), fried fish and "frisceu" (savoury fritters).

Palazzo S. Giorgio
Palazzo S. Giorgio is in fact two quite distinct buildings: one medieval,
facing the city, first built in 1260 as the seat of government, later
becoming the Customs building and the Banco di San Giorgio (1407);
and the other on the seaward side, built in 1570 by Banco di San
Giorgio at the height of its power and influence. In the early 20th
century it became the headquarters of the Port Consortium, which it
still is today. Marco Polo was a 'guest' in its prison when he was
arrested by the Republic of Genoa. During his imprisonment, the
Venetian captain dictated his memoirs to Rustichello da Pisa and they
were later published under the title "Il Millione".

Via San Luca
A small square (piazza San Luca) in this narrow street, which was almost entirely porticoed in
the middle ages, is dominated by the Church of St. Luca, a parish established in 1188 by the
aristocrat Oberto Spinola. The church was completely rebuilt starting in 1626 and contains some
important works of art, including a masterpiece portraying the Nativity (1645) by Giovanni
Benedetto Castliglione, known as il Grechetto.

Via Garibaldi
Strada Nuova, now via Garibaldi, was created in 1550 when Luca Spinola was Doge, to show off
the residences of the wealthiest families in Genoa and increase the city's prestige. It has
attracted visitors and scholars through the ages since then, fascinated by the splendid palaces
and majestic reception rooms, by the hanging gardens, the monumental staircases, the
courtyards, the halls, the frescos and the plasterwork. Peter Paul Rubens, the famous Flemish
artist, made a series of drawings of the most beautiful residences in Genoa, which he himself
defined as "worthy of princes and kings".
In July 13, 2006, Strada Nuova and the entire system of Palazzi Rolli were entered on the
UNESCO world heritage list. At the time of the Republic of Genoa, the Rolli were lists of
residences built by aristocratic families which, in proportion to their size, beauty and
importance, were assigned to cardinals, princes, landowners, ambassadors, governors and
other public officers. 

Via Luccoli
This toponym derives from lucus, or wood, because it is said that via Luccoli was originally the
site of a sacred wood dedicated to pagan divinities, which not everyone felt happy walking
through, particularly late at night. In the thirteenth century the Spinola family settled in the
area and built their homes here. At the end of the sixteenth century the porticoes were closed
off and new sumptuously decorated and frescoed buildings were erected. Number 14 in via
Luccoli, on the façade facing piazza Soziglia, has a votive aedicule with a statue of St. John the
Baptist in prayer, surmounted by an effigy of the Holy Father, erected in memory of the fierce
fires of 1231 and 1240, which were said to have been rendered harmless by the Saint's remains
as they passed in a procession from the Cathedral.



Piazza Banchi
Until 1186 this square was the home of a flourishing grain market. Later, in the XIII century, it
became the "bankers'" square. In fact the name "banchi" derives from the stalls set up in the
open air by currency exchangers, bankers and notaries public to ply their trade under the
medieval porticoes.

Church of San Pietro in Banchi
The curious feature of this church is that it can only be reached by climbing up a flight of steps,
as the entrance is on a terrace above street level. This is because the Senate of the Republic
sold the shops on street level to finance its construction. 

Via degli Orefici
Once the gold, silver and filigree working centre of the city, it continues to be a smart
commercial street today, with stylish shops designed to show off the medieval stone and brick
structures. The marble portal over the door of number 47 has an especially fine portrayal of the
Adoration of the Magi, sculpted by Gagini in 1460. The building is now the home of the Torchi
knife shop, which first opened for business in 1910, with the same fine inlaid wood counter,
glass showcases and mirrors used today.

At number 74 in via Soziglia is the Romanengo family sweet
shop, which has remained unchanged since its opening in 1814.
The delicacies on sale in a setting of fine marble and wood include
highly sought after rosolio drops, sugar-coated sweets containing
a drop of spirits, candied almonds, pine nuts, pistachios and
orange peel, cinnamon sticks and fennel seeds coated in sugar,
chocolate and chocolates.

Piazza San Matteo
This extremely evocative corner of the medieval city is also one of its
most elegant squares. The church, originally private, the buildings and
the medieval porticoes were once all owned by the Doria family. The
church is dedicated to St. Matthew, who before becoming an apostle was
a tax collector, the same profession carried on by this aristocratic family
on behalf of the Republic. On the black and white striped façade, a series
of inscriptions describe the exploits and triumphs of the Doria family.

Palazzo Ducale
Built in the middle ages for the Capitani del Popolo e degli Abati
(public and religious leaders), it was first referred to as "ducale"
in 1339, when it became the residence of the first Doge from
Genoa, Simon Boccanegra. The construction was extended in
the forth and fifth centuries, and then incorporated in
modifications made in the sixteenth century. Andrea Ceresola,
or "il Vannone", built a large atrium, a monumental staircase
with two flights of steps and two courtyards with porticoes.
Today Palazzo Ducale is a multi-purpose space for important
cultural and social initiatives.



Piazza De Ferrari
One of the symbols of the city, since the early twentieth
century piazza De Ferrari has been the centre of the cultural
and business life of Genoa, as well as the city's most important
meeting point throughout the century. A number of impressive
buildings face the square: Palazzo Ducale, the neoclassical
Carlo Felice opera house designed by Carlo Barabino and
opened in 1828, the equestrian statue of Giuseppe Garibaldi
and the New Stock Exchange building, built in 1912 and now,
with the introduction of the online exchange, the home of an
exhibition site in the magnificent liberty style trading hall.

Porta Soprana
Another symbol of Genoa, Porta Soprana looks out over the cloisters of St.
Andrew and Columbus' House. The first gate on this site was built in the
ninth century, but the actual structure is part of the city wall built in 1155
to defend Genoa from a thankfully averted invasion by Barbarossa.
The historian Caffaro, who gave a personal account of the history of Genoa
as he experienced it from 1099 to 1163, wrote about the construction of
the walls as an extraordinary event, with men and women working day and
night, so that "the walls progressed to such a point in just eight days, that
no other city in Italy would have managed as much".
On a plaque on the gate, facing outwards, is the inscription in Latin:
In the name of the all powerful Lord our Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, so be it.
I am defended by men, surrounded by excellent walls.
And with my valour I push enemy weapons far away.
If you bring peace, you may touch these gates.
If you ask for war, you will leave sad and vanquished.
The south and the west, the north and the east know
how many assaults of war Genoa has overcome.

Campopisano
One of the most evocative sites in the medieval old town, a sliver
of peace and quiet in which to enjoy one of the city's most
characteristic settings, surrounded by the façades of buildings
painted red and other colours typically used in Liguria, with
traditional risseu paving and black and white pebble mosaics. The
name dates back to 1284, when the Genoese won the battle of
Meloria and more than 9,000 Pisan prisoners who were confined
in the square, died and were buried there.

Church of San Donato
Built in the twelfth century, it is one of the best examples of Romanesque
architecture in Genoa. Its most distinctive feature is without doubt the
impressive octagonal bell tower rising above the lanes and squares of the
historical centre. To the left of the church is a charming eighteenth century
aedicule portraying the Holy Spirit in the form of a Dove and the Virgin with Child.

Salita Pollaiuoli
Since 1917, number 43 in Salita Pollaiuoli has been the home of Caffe degli Specchi, the historic
bar with mirror-covered, wood-panelled walls and white porcelain tiles on the ceiling. One of the
cafés most assiduous customers was Dino Campana who, while sitting at one of its tables, wrote:
"In a porcelain cave
Sipping coffee
I looked through the window at the fast-moving crowd..." (Canti Orfici)



San Lorenzo Cathedral
As far back as the eighth century, a basilica dedicated to San Lorenzo was built on the site of
the present cathedral. In 1118 reconstruction work in Romanesque style began, while the first
order of the façade built early in the thirteenth century gave the cathedral the prevalently Gothic
appearance it has today. The black and white stripes of the façade, also found inside,
demonstrate that the church enjoyed political and financial privileges; marble was an expensive
material, used to ennoble the building, but because of the cost it was combined with local
materials, in this case black stone quarried from the promontory of Portofino. Inside is the
Museo del Tesoro (Treasury Museum), a highly evocative setting reached through the sacristy,
three metres under the Curia courtyard. Its prize exhibits are some gold and silverware of
exceptional historical and artistic interest, including the symbol of the museum, the Sacro
Catino, which for centuries was considered to be the Holy Grail.

Tips when visiting the historical centre
Our first tip is to look up as much as possible when walking through the historical centre. This
is the best way to discover and admire the hidden treasures and enjoy the full beauty of the
impressive buildings flanking the narrow lanes in Genoa's historical centre.

We also recommend venturing inside the main doors of buildings if open, you will often
find hidden worlds in their courtyards, with hanging gardens, fountains, frescoed ceilings
and sculptures.

Some things to look for when walking in the historical centre
Votive aedicules
Votive aedicules, most dedicated to the Madonna, can be found on practically every street
corner. They first became popular in the twelfth century and continued to develop as an art form
throughout the middle ages, culminating in 1637, when the Madonna was crowned queen of
Genoa; from this moment on the Virgin was portrayed with a crown, her child in her arms and
a sceptre in her right hand.
Each guild, district and company had its own holy image for protection. In addition to the Virgin Mary,
portrayals of St. George and St. John the Baptist, the patron saints of Genoa, are also common.

Portals
Many buildings in the old town have doors with slate or marble portals, decorated with
sculptures or bas-relief decorations. Some depict St. George defeating the dragon, others the
exploits of the patrons who commissioned them, floral decorations or representations of
mythical beasts.

Slate
Slate was discovered in Liguria in the iron age. Since then the Fontanabuona mountains behind
Chiavari have been quarried for this black stone, used for roofs and steps in local homes, for
the portals above doorways, for school blackboards and for living room shelves.

Toponymy
Some of the names of the lanes in the old town have a clear meaning, others are more curious.
There are the names of trades and corporations, including the Caprettari (goat butchers), the
Cartai (papermakers), the Orefici (goldsmiths) and the Conservatori del mare (port
maintainers); and there are the names of animals sold at local markets, such as oche (geese).
Many aristocratic families also gave their names to the squares in which they built their homes,
while other names derive from the agriculture in the area before urban expansion.
In the dialect of Genoa, the lanes are called caruggi, deriving from the grid of perpendicular
streets or quadrivi in Rome, which as the Latin language developed became quadrugium and
then carruggiu.
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